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saw it, I thought, 'Another Bill Hartnell 
photol' until I realised that this superb 

masterpiece. One snag, I haven't got a 

I would have paid anything just for 
the portraits, but the magazine was 


FAMILIAR FACE 


PROVING THEMSELVES 

Doctor, Sylvester McCoy, although I'm 


First, why all the fuss over Sylvester 
McCoy as an 'unknown'? His face is 
already familiar to many TV viewers, 
and certainly he is at least as well- 


























en, during the 
f paralysis and 
/vhen I began to 


It was odd because I wanted 
t, and my sister didn't but she 
wonderful dancer whereas I 


business before I realised what acting 

background, my parents couldn't be 
more working class. They were real 
cockneys; my Daddy a labourer and 


Ex-Hartnell companion lean 
Marsh is internationally 
famous, as a creator and star of 
Upstairs, Downstairs, and for 
subsequent film roles in 
Hitchcock's Frenzy, and 
Return to Oz. 

Her two Doctor Who 
appearances spanned 13 
episodes, from 1965-1966. 
Recently she has worked 
mainly on stage, and Richard 
Marson caught up with her 
during a tour of Hamlet. 
odd mixture, because they were both 
very musical too, crazy about ballet 
d my father was very political. 

"I was reading things like lane 
isten before I was ten and so I think 
I career was inevitable. The thing 
IS my parents had no idea of the 

ie Royal Academy of Dramatic Art) 


drama schools." 

Instead, Jean enlisted at a kind of 
charm school, which very much 
concentrated on dancing, grooming 
and a bit of education. "It was very 
much concentrated on looks, and 
although I later did modelling, it was 
very bad for me, as I was considered 
really plain. In fact, when I look back 
at photographs of myself I was rather 
nice-looking. I had symmetrical fea- 

that was thought very unappealing." 

Luck lent a hand, however, when 
Jean's photograph was featured in a 
magazine: "I was looking a bit catlike 
in it, and a rep. saw it and contacted 
the magazine to find out who I was, 
presuming me to be an actress. They 
asked me to play the part of Ginger 
the cat in a production of Pardon My 
Claws at Huddersfield. 
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The Dalek Master Plan is 
regarded by many as the 
greatest Doctor Who story 
ever made. Other stories have 
been more frightening, more 
gripping and better scripted, 
some looked more expensive 
and some had higher 
ratings. . . so what was it that 
made The Dalek Master Plan 
so enduring? Nostalgia 
attempts to find out. 


THE DALEK MASTER PLAN 
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Writer Philip Martin has 
contributed both 
Vengeance On Varos and 
Mindwarpio Doctor Who. 
Last year, Paul Cornell 
talked to him about his 
work and the series in 
general... 


P hilip Martin began his career as 
an actor. Attending RADA at the 
beginning of the Sixties, he 
appeared in many TV and stage roles, 


Loneliness of the Long Distance 
Runner. 

By 1968 Martin was writing for a 
variety of fringe theatre and TV 
shows, including the popular Z Cars. 
It was in 1974 that he made his first 

sion, with the classic series Gangs- 



Philip Martin 
















Philip Martin 

^ difficulty of it. My thinking has moved 

wasn't involved with the show, 1 
didn't know who the audience was. 
Ideally, it should have elements in it 
that appeal to children, so they can 
enjoy it on one level, and if it works, 
then hopefully there's humour, and a 
few issues, though it shouldn't be a 
political show, to entertain adults. 
That's why it's such a challenging 
show, to do that requires a great deal 
of craftsmanship, talent and imagina- 

Moving on to Philip's most famous 
creation, Sil, how had he come 

Varos, 1 read something of Asimov's, 
which said that you never seemed to 
see water-based creatures. This is 
partly b^ause they don't like water in 

immediately blisters. Designers hate 
it. If he's in water, he's probably an 
amphibian, he's probably a mutant. 
The designer came up with that. 

"Then we had a real stroke of 
fortune, in that we had Nabil Shaban, 
who made that character his own, not 

intensity and motivation. He turned it 
into something wonderful. It's been a 
delight in the studio watching him 
work and adding so much to it. He 
started those little green things which 
he pops into his mouth, what are now 
called Marshminnows. It's a great 
delicacy that he offers people, not 
always to their delight, I might add, 
when they taste them . . . 

"SiTs race on Thoros Beta, The 
Mentors, are all different. Some can 
walk, some can stumble along, some 

that the more their brains develop, the 
more the capability to move around is 
restricted. The less a Thoros Betan 
can move around, the more intelli- 
gent it is. , , . . 

"Sil is in a very powerful position. 
He has lots of money that he can 
invest in various enterprises through¬ 
out the universe. Now, you can show 

somebody absolutely mad with pow¬ 
er, or you can show the humour of Sil 
not really understanding what he's 
doing in certain cases, and being so 
uncertain of it. it's like Reagan falling 
down the steps of an aeroplane, and 
you think, 'Well, he's only a man,' 


and this is only a little alien being. 

"He's horrible in a way, but 
children love him because he^s^like 

bombast, even though underneath 
he's very uncertain. He's like a child 
who's pretending to be an adult, 

sive that he might be a one-story 

the studio, you could hear the whole 
gallery laughing along with his per¬ 
formance." 

Did Philip think the eighteen-month 
cancellation was inevitable? 

"No, I don't really understand why 
they picked on us. We may never 
know. Of course. Who is an expen- 

which we try to fit into six days what it 
takes Spielberg six months to do. It 
can be done, but you need money 
and you need time. 

"With worldwide sales, Who brings 
back the money that is spent. To the 
BBC, it's a free show, or as free as a 

the children; Varos contributed to 
that, but it could only really be what it 
was. Mmdwarp had a lot of humour. 
Varos was so black because it had an 
over-run problem. In the cutting and 

made quite sure that Mindwarp was 
lighter, more entertaining. It had quite 
a lot of humour, but it also had the 

"There are different types of 
humour - if you call humour sending 
the show up, that's wrong, that'll kill 
it quicker than anything. I mean what 
you call organic humour, which 

Did Philip have a recipe for survival 
for Doctor Whol 

"I can only speak for myself, but I 
think there should be less overt 
violence in it. It should be entertain¬ 
ing iri a dramatic way, through 

thing it needs is for people involved to 
start sending it up. There was a lot of 
pressure on last season. You felt its 
success or failure decoded on you 

What about a Doctor Who film? 
"With the British film industry, you 
come up with a film script and they 
say, 'Well, this is great for England, 
but it won't sell abroad.' With the 
spread of the programme in the 
States, I'd think it'd be absolutely 


growing, eager market in the States. 
An excellent idea that'd make lots of 
money for somebody." 

Philip confirmed that prior to the 
cancellation, he had submitted the 
draft of a script. 

"I was asked to do a script, again with 
Sil, maybe involving the Ice Warriors. 
Td written a first draft, where I had the 

burrowing workshops in the ice-cap, 
which was beginning to flood this 
planet, and the people couldn't 
understand why. This ice environ¬ 
ment allowed them to move freely, 
because I was always worried about 


It depends on individual writers, of 
course. They should be done with 

ment, not just resurrecting them, have 
them come on after the cobwebs have 
been blown off. No, they've got to be 
developed. A lot of the technology 

monsters first appeared, so we could 
probably do them a lot better now, 
and you wouldn't be conscious that 
there's a great piece of cardboard 
rattling across the studio." 

What did Philip feel about Ron fones' 
direction? 

"He looks upon it, that by the time the 
script reaches him, it's up to him to 
put his mark on it, to bring in all the 
various elements and special effects. 
By that time. I've usually moved on to 

if he feels the need to consult. 




"On V 

need, we were so clear we wanted 

actually write for specific actors - it 
holds back the imaginative aspects of 
the character. 

"When you realise the problems of 
getting two episodes done in three 
days, then you think it's amazing that 
the thing gets on in any form of 
competence at all, from any 
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Your Doctor Who Location Guide 


Broadway): Southall. 
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